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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS. 


REPORT ON A DEPOT FOR GUNPOWDER. 
Report of the board of officers which convened by virlue 
of the following orders, and for the purposes 
specified therein. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, | 
Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, Oct. 28, 3841. 


GENERAL Orpers—No. 66. 


I. The followirg instructions have been 
received, through the Secretary of War, from 
the President, and are published for the guid- 
ance of all concerned : 

** Major General Scott, Colonel Totten of 
the Engineers, and Lieutenant Colonel ‘T'als 
cott of the Ordnance, will compose a board, 
to inquire into and report upon the propriety 
of establishing some safe depot for the pre- 
servation of the gunpowder of the United} 
Siates, where it shall not be exposed to the 
erdinary accidents of a neighborhood, and 
where no injuty could be sustained by other 
buildings or persons in case of explosion. 

“The boatd will examine Constitution 
island, in Hudson river, near West Point, 
and sueh other positions as may be deemed 
expedient, aud give an opinion which should 
be preferred. A statement of the quantity of 
powder to be stored, and an estimate of the 
expense of establishing and maintaining the, 
depot, will accompany the report.” | 

Ii. The board will assemble on the 8th 
November next, at West Point, New York, | 
and Captain Schriver, A. A. General, is de-. 
tailed to record its proceedings. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Scorr: 

L. THOMAS, 2. 4. General. 


a 


Wasninaton city, Nov. 27, 1841. | 


Agreeably to the above order, the board 
met at West Point on the 8th instant, and on 
the 9th made a careful reconnoissance of 
Constitution island, and also of Washington’s 
valley, in the vicinity of West Point. 





a few thousand barrels of powder on this 
island. ‘The expense attending the use of 
this site would be very great, both for the 
first cost and the preparation of the ground 
for building. 

Most of the objections to Constitution 
island, except the cost of land, apply equally 
to Washington’s valley, and both situations 
are almost inaccessible for several months in 
winter, Expensive roads would be necessary, 
ten or twelve miles either east or west of the 
Hudson river, to reach the avenuesof com- 
munication by land north and south. 

Polypel’s island, besides being too limited 
in extent, labors under the same objections 
as Constitution island and Washington’s 
valley. 

The serious objections to all the above- 
mentioned sites induced the board to visit the 
sandy plains, or waste lands east of the cit 
of Albany, where a tract of land could be 
found of any required extent or form, and at 
such a distance from population as might be 
desired. Four positions, varying from three 
and a half to seven miles from the city, were 
viewed, and it was found that a square mile, 
or a tract of any other reasonable size, could 
be obtained at a fair price, (thirty dollars per 
acre.) 

In relation to the advantages of a location 
near the city of Albany, the board cannot bet- 
ter express them than by quoting, from docu- 


;ment 206, H. R., 26th Congress, Ist session, 
that part which relates to the defence of the 
Northern frontier. This position, as regards 
ithe Northern and Atlantic frontiers, possesses 


the opposite qualities of being at the same 
time remote and proximate—faras to distance, 
but near as to time; which, while it brings a 
portion of the military resources of the coun- 
try to the support of the inland frontier, 
whether defensive or offensive, at the same 


‘time takes them not away from the seacoast. 


The island presents a very irregular, bro-|In a word, Albany is a great central position, 


ken and rocky surface, with several dells, 
where Jarge magazines could be placed in 
such positions as would secure the neighbor- 
hood in some degree from the immediate 
effect of explosions. Such injury as might 
result from bricks and stones thrown high 
into the air, and the reaction or rush of air to 
fill the vacuum caused by the explosion, can- 
not be effectually prevented ; and the unroof- 
ing of almost every building connected with 
the military academy would probably be a 
consequence of the possible explosion of only 


| from which radiate the principal lines of com- 
/munication to the north, to the south, to the 


east, and to the west. 

The cost of constructing will be at as low 
rates as at any other place in the country. 
The soil is dry, and the surface well suited 
to such buildings. 

The positions examined may be seen by 
reference to the accompanying sketch. 

No. 1 is considered too near to Albany, 





and presents no peculiar advantages to com- 
pensate for an increase of price. ~ 
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No. 2 is an extensive plot, with an undu-| tured shall warrant the measure, two depots 
lating surface, embracing a greater extent of| should be provided for these supplies. 
ground than is required, from whichasquare! Of the whole quantity required on the At- 
mile can be selected. |lantic frontier, a large portion (say 20,000 
No. 3 is about equal in extent to a mile) barrels) must pass through the various arse- 
square, and has most of the features of No. 2. | nals and ordnance depots, to be issued in the 
It is also in an isolated position. One point, shape of ammunition prepared for service ; 
however, pertaining to this plot does not be- | and as the manufacture cannot be expected, 
long to the others—it lies within the charter- in time of war, to exceed the current con- 
ed bounds of the city of Albany. | sumption, it will be sufficient to provide stor- 
No. 4 lies between the rail road and tern-| age for 60,000 barrels. 
pike, and is‘less than a milein width. This) The gunpowder now deposited at the seve- 
fact, ‘together with its higher price, induces ral arsenals and ordnance depots, independent 


the board to reject it. | of that at the forts, amounts to 13,250 barrels, 
A carefué topographical survey should be | of 100 pounds each. 
made, and the ‘levels of the high and low’ ‘There is also a quantity of saltpetre, suffi- 


points ascertained, to adjust the drainage, &c. cient for the manufacture of 16,250 barrels. 
This accomplished, a selection can be made Total, 29,500 barrels of 100 pounds each. 
from the two deemed the most eligible. | For the convenience of constructing them, 
Some kind of road will be necessary, and it is believed that twelve magazines, each ea- 
a railway to intersect the Mohawk and Hud-| pable of containing 5,000 barrels, will better 
son river rail road ata convenient point would | suit the purpose intended than a less number 
be preferable, for this kind of road will ad-'| of larger dimensions. ‘This plan has also to 
mit of packing the powder in cars specially | recommend it, the fact that two or more may 
made for the purpose, in which it can be, be erected at once, and the remainder post- 
safely transported. poned till wanted ; taking due care to locate 
The storage, or room necessary to contain those built as to conform to the general de- 
the gunpowder, will depend on the quantity | sign, embracing the whole number to be ulti- 
required for future service. ‘To ascertain mately constructed. 
this, we refer to tabular statements published, The proposed structure will be 136 feet 8 
in the document before adverted to. ‘inches long, and 41 feet wide in the clear, 
The quantity of powder required to pro- with groined arches of brick resting on the 
vide the forts now built, and to be hereafter walls, and two rows of piers; the walls and 
constructed on all the frontiers, with one foundation to be of stone the roof of timber 
hundred rounds of ammunition per gun, is a8 and plank, covered with slate; the doors and 


follows : _ windows, for ventilation, to be double, and 
aie Pounds. ‘covered with copper. 

On the Atlantic fron- The cost will be governed in some degree 

tier, 6,496,280 by the peculiarities of the ground selected ; 

On the Northern fron- “but it may be assumed that one building of 

tier, 197,600 ithe above description may be erected for 


———— 6,693,880 $17,000. 

On the Western fron- : 
tier, 25,250 

On the Gulf frontier, 940,665 965,915 


‘The maintenance of a guard, if taken from 
the army, {and that is recommended,) will be 
‘no additional expense. 
The board recommend the purchase of a 
7,659,795 | tract of one mile square, (640 acres,) and the 
the whole being equal to about 76,600 bar- | erection ultimately of three magazines in each 
rels—or 66,939 barrels for the Atlantic and | of the four angles; three of the whole num- 
Northern frontiers, and about 9,660 barrels ber (twelve) to be commenced at once, and 
for the Gulf and Western frontiers. in different angles. 
For the supply of a suitable quantity of; The estimate of cost is annexed, and the 
ammunition to troops which may be deemed | whole respectfully submitted. 





necessary to act in the field, there will also | WINFIELD SCOTT, 
be required 12,040 barrels; making, with President of the Board, and Maj. Gen. 
the above, a total of about 88,640 barrels. JOS. G. TOTTEN, 

It may be assumed that 10,000 barrels of Colonel of Engineers. 
this quantity should be deposited west of the G. TALCOTT, 


Allegheny mountains; and a like quantity , 7. ) 
near Augusta, Georgia, to supply the South- Lieutenant wearers 
ern and a portion of the Gulf coast; and at a E. Scuriver, 4. 4. Gen. and Recorder. 


suitable time, or when the quantity manufac-| Hon. J. C. Spencer, Sec. of War. 
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Estimate of the expense of establishing and 
maintaining the depot. 


For a topographical survey, $500 
640 acres of land, at $30 per acre, 19,200 
3 magazines, at $17,000 each, 51,000 
Barrack for the guard, 2,500 


A structure to be used for emptying 
and filling barrels, and also for 
cooperage, 1,000 
A rail road, including branches to the 
several magazines, and powder 
cars, 30,000 


An enclosing wall, six feet high, for 
the whole tract, 50,000 
154,200 


There will be an annual expense, as fol-! 
lows: 
For wages, subsistence, clothing, Ke. 

for four laborers, at $365 per an- 

num, $1,460 
Compensation to a storekeeper—pay. 

and emoluments of that office, 1,050 | 





2,510! 


Authentic : 
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subsistence department, 1 have omitted, in 
compliance with instructions from. the War 
Department of the Sth October, to make the: 
usual annual fiscal statement, that being fur- 
nished by the proper accounting officers of the- 
Treasury. 

I have great satisfaction in stating that, of 
197 officers disbursing in the subsistence de-. 
partment in the year ending 30th September, 
1841, the accounts of all have been received, 
with the exception of six. Those officers 
whose accounts have not been received, are 
stationed at remote points, and the delay is not 
attributable to any neglect or remissness on 
their part. ‘The balanees in the hands of those 
six officers do not exceed $2,000, probably 
not so much. 

During the past fiscal year the accounts of 
twelve regular army and forty special contrac- 
tors have been rendered to this office, adjust- 
ed, and settled; and I feel perfectly justified 
in the assertion, that not one cent has been 
lost through the regular disbursing officers of 
the department or its temporary agents. 

The troops in Florida have been necessarily 
supplied by purchase in the open market, and 
at the lowest market prices. The whole ar-. 


imy,at whatever point, has been amply and 
‘regularly supplied with good and wholesome 


| provisions, and it is confidently believed to the 


E. SCHRIVER, Recorder. 
REPORT OF THE. COMMISSARY GENERAL entire satisfaction of both officers and mea, 


OF SUBSISTENCE. 
OrricE oF Commissary GEN. OF SUBSISTENCE. 
Washington, November 15, 1841. 

Sir: In submitting the estimates for 1842, 
I have the honor to state that the first is for 
the probable amount required to subsist the 
troops in the service of the United States, also 
the “suffering inhabitants of Florida,” and 
amounts to $831,718 20. ‘This is less than 
the estimate for 1841 in the sum of $17,- 
180 25, although one thousand * suffering in- 
habitants of Florida” are included in this es- 
timate, that were not included in that for 
1841. It will be seen, however, that the ra- 
tion is now estimated at seventeen cents, be- 
ing one and three-fourths cents less than 
1841, and is owing to the fact that the bids 
for supplying army subsistence in 1842 are 
less than those for 1541 in about that ratio. 

The second estimate is for clerks’ salaries, 
compensation to messenger, and the contin- 
gencies of the office, and amounts to $7,500, 
being less than that for 194], in the sum of 
$2,400; which difference arises from the fact 
that ] have not included in this estimate the 
sum of $2,200 for two additional clerks, and 
also the sum of $200 as additional compensa- 
tion to the messenger. The compensation to 
the messenger is added to the appropriation 
bill, and has been for several years past, there 
being no law under which he is paid. 


with but one solitary instance of complaint. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. 8. 
Hon. J. C. Spencer, Secretary of War. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE Marine Corps, 
Washington, November 9, 1841. 


Sir: On the 11th of May last, a copy of @ 
report dated October 7, 1839, was sent to the 
Department, accompanied by a letter from 
me. I would beg leave to refer-you to those 
documents, as comprehending most of the 
material pomts to which it is deemed necessa- 
ry to invite your attention, ‘They are on file 
in the Department, and can no doubt, readily 
be brought before you. 

Since that report was prepared, the navy 
has been greatly enlarged, which renders it 
necessary to present other tables, to provide 
for that increase. For that purpose the two 
tables accompanying this have been prepared. 


the ships of war now in commission, allowing 
one marine for each gun. No. 2 shows the 
number required by a regulation adopted om 
the recommendation of the Board of Navy 
Commissioners during the past year. ‘Phe 
number of sentinels on board the vessels of 
war, the opinions of the naval officers on sea 





In presenting the annual estimates of the 


duty, and the experience and custom of the 


No. 1 shows the number of men required for- 
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service heretofore, all unite in favor of one 
marine for a gun. I therefore recommend to 
the Department the adoption of the principle 
contained in table No. 1, for the guards of 
ships of war. In the British navy the milita- 
ry guards are even larger than those provided 
for in this table, a great increase them of 
having taken place since the last war between 
England and the United States. The expe- 
rience of the greatest naval Power in the 
world should not be disregarded by us. 

The number of privates required by that 
table for the ships in commission amounts to 
1,104, ‘To provide one relief for this force, 
it is necessary to maintain on shore the same | 
number of disciplined soldiers. Fifteen hun- 
dred and fifty, the number called for on shore 
by this table, furnishes this relief, and 444 
over, in which are included recruits and all 
others unable to do duty from sickness or 
other causes. This table further shows the 
disposition of this force at the several naval 
stations, affording ample protection ‘to the 
public property, and preventing any other 
expenditure for that purpose. The navy 
yards atall the seaports are now large, requir- 
ing along line of sentinels to afford the ne- 
cessary security to the property within them ; 
the two Southern naval stations, more especi- 
ally,srequire a large force for their security. 





sent to the Navy Department, and never 
adopted. ‘They did justice both to the navy 
and marine corps, and their sanction would 
have been satisactory to the service general- 
ly. I beg leave now to ask your attention to 
them, with an assurance that their adoption is 
called for to restore the corps to its military 
independence, without which it will certainly 
be materially injured in its military efficiency. 

Should the Department concur with the 
views presented in this report, the necessary 
estimates can be furnished by the staff at any 





|time they may be called for. 


I remain, with great respect, your most 
ebedient servant. 
ARCH. HENDERSON, 
Col. Commandant. 
Hon. A. P. Ursuur, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
November 30, 1841. 

Sir: The Commissioners of the navy have 
the honor to lay before you the estimates for 
the navy, for the year 1842, made out in con- 
formity with your directions. 

The principal of these are divided into the 
four general heads of pay and ‘subsistence ; 
| increase, repair, armament, &c.; improvement 
of navy yards; and contingent, 





A large number of arms is kept in each of 
them, which, by a sudden irruption of the 
class of people who are not citizens, might 
be seized and used for most disastrous purpo- 
ses, unless a force competent for their safe 
keeping be maintained. The number proposed 
in this table would seem to be hardly suf 
cient for a service so important. 

In presenting to this Department the pro- 
priety of providing for an increase of our 
naval armament in steamships, I should not 
fully do my duty if I did not ask for a number 
of men even larger than that contained in this 
table. I am therefore clearly of opinion that 
that 3,000 privates are required, and that that 
number should now be provided for by law, 
Commodore Stewart and other naval officers 
think that 4,000 men are necessary, ‘That 
this number could be usefully employed, I do 
not doubt; but in asking for 3,000 men. I am 
led to believe that the public intetests will be 
sufficiently provided for. 

Before [ elose this letter, I would earnestly 
renew the request, made in my letter of the 
11th May last, in relation to military regula- 
tions for the marine corps, for which provi- 
sion is made in the Act of Congress of the 


30th of June, 1834. A board of officers, of 


which Commodore, Biddle was president, 
drew up those regulations. 


pared by the board, (an army and a marine 
officer being members) on mature deliberation, 





They were pre- 


Under the first head are included the pay 
‘and provisions for the subsistence of every 
‘person belonging to the navy, at present em- 
‘played, and intended to be employed in the 
ensuing year, so far as any probable estimate 
‘can be made of the employment of the ;ves- 
' sels and the wants of the service, founded on 
your design to increase the squadrons on fo- 
ireign stations, to prepare the home squadron 
in the most efficient manner, and also to add 
to the public utility, by a small increase in the 
‘number of vessels. 

' The second head includes the preparation 
of materials of every kind for building such 
‘vessels as it may be deemed proper to build, 
lor to commence the building of, in the course 
‘of the year. The repairs of all vessels, whose 
‘repairs are to be undertaken, are also included 
‘in this estimate, during the above mentioned 
period of time, under the two heads of labor 
‘and materials, with the preparation and pro- 
curement of materials of wood, iron, cordage, 
canvass, and every other article which enters 
into their repair; looking forward to a small 
but gradual accumulation of them beyond the 
annual expenditure, so that, in a case of emer- 
gency, the means may be at hand to com- 
mence an immediate preparation for it. 

Under the third head is embraced an esti- 
mate for such additions to the present existing 
establishments, in which the various duties 
appertaining to the navy, in almost every re- 
spect, are carried on, as may be necessary to 
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put ito successful operation the objects enu-| Portsmouth, N. H., as well as a strict: exami- 
merated under the second head ;. and at the} nation of all the ships of the line building at 
same time to increase their facilities for busi-| the different ports, with a, view to remedying 
ness, whilst they forward the general design|any defects that may be found in them, as the 
of making them, at a gradual but not far dis-| consequence of decay or of early exposure to 
tant period, as efficient as their several capaci-| the weather, before the erection of ship-houses, 
ties will admit of. ‘will add considerably to, this item; and it 
Under the fourth head is placed an estimate’ seems to be a measure imperiously called for 
for those articles, services, and duty, such as|by a proper regard for the interests of the 
itis found impracticable to appropriate for, navy, and, a more important consideration, 
without entering into details of such small’ the object for which that navy is intended. 

amounts and such numerous items as toem-, In the third place, it has been considered at 
barrass and multiply the duty of the disbursing’ this time proper to direct a thorough survey of 
officers, without an adequate remuneration, by several vessels which have for years remained 
the economy of time and labor. in a doubtful state, either as to condemnation 
It will be perceived, by a comparison of the or repair, in order to put them in a condition 
estimates for the present with those of the ap-| beyond the necessity of a further expenditure, 
proaching year, that there is a considerable if found unserviceable; and if, on the other, 
increase in the amount of those of the latter, they or either of them should be found wor- 
which is to be accounted for in the two fol- thy of repair, to commence: it at once, as it is 
lowing modes: the inerease of the number of believed no more opportune occasion than the 





officers of every rank, from midshkipmen to. 
captains ; and the increase of our naval force,’ 
abroad and at home. It may more properly 
be said, with reference to the last named, by 
the establishment of a squadron to act on our 
own coast and in its vicinity, which, although 
not established now for the first time, has not 
existed for many years. For the increased 
amount of that of the second head, viz: im-. 
crease, armament, repair, &c., over that which | 
was estimated for as necessary for the present 
year, we must look at the various objects | 


present will be afforded for that purpose. One, 
at least, of these will be, it is confidently an- 
ticipated, a valuable acquisition te the service 
by this operation ; for, if not found fit for 
equipment as a ship of the line, (her present 
designation,) she may become a most service- 
able in that useful class of ships of war called 
frigates, an increase of which is at all. times 
desirable, as the most easy and expeditious of 
equipment, in proportion to their force, and 
the most useful when equipped. 

In the fourth place, the building of ay.ad- 


which it is intended to provide for.in the com-| ditional sloop of war of the first class, with 
ing year; and the number of them will show; the building of three vessels of an inferior 
the propriety, as well as the expediency, of size, the frames of all of which, with those-of 
enlarging the appropriation for this purpose. |many others of larger sizes, have by a be 

In the first place, the intention of the Go- coming forecast, been provided, will, inde- 
vernment to increase its defensive. means by pendent of them, by the necessary outlay for 
the aid of steam power, applied to vessels of materials of timber, metal, cordage, and can- 
a sufficient size, to act in harbor defensively, vass, add considerably to this item, although 
or at sea offensively, is to be fulfilled, so far, the expense will be amply compensated by 
as those means have been indicated by the, the increase of our naval means, in providing 
‘ate act of Congress on the subject, and the!a class of vessels, the want of which is year- 
lirections of your predecessor. These were|ly felt as an evil, and to which a remedy 


and are to provide medium-sized steamers, of | 
which thyee are already directed to be built, | 
of the usual form, and to be worked by en-| 
gines of the proper capacity, in the usual | 
way; whilst two others, on a plan entirety 
new, but differing essentially in manner and 
form, are to be constructed with the view of 
ascertaining their efficiency and superiority, 
according to which their increase or discon- 
tinuance will, it is presumed, be determined. 
The first, of 600 tons, is upon a plan present- 
ed by Captain Stockton, of the navy; and the 
second, of 300 tons, by Lieutenant W. W. 
Hunter, of’ the navy. 

In the second place, the completion of se- 
veral of thie first class frigates, at Norfolk, 
New Yorli, and Philadelphia, and the con- 





templated completion of others at Boston, and 


should be applied. 

In the fifth place, a general provision for 
such durable and imperishable articles as al- 
ways enter into the construction and repair of 
vessels, beyond ihe contemplated wants of the 
year, to supply an unlooked-for deficiency by 
accident of any sort, or by the unexpected 
demand for these articles, which could neither 
be calculated on fairly nor foreseen, will add 
somewhat, although not much, to this item. 

Under the third head, “improvements of 
navy yards,” the amount has been made as 
large as in all probability the opportunities for 
work and their situation will allow to be ex- 
pended in the coming year, in addition to the 
balances which may be on hand. With the 
exception of the sum assigned to the dock at 
New York, the remainder is to be expended 
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in prosecuting those works which have been 
eommenced hitherto, in pursuance of the plans 
adopted under the act of Congress of March, 
1827, commonly called the gradual-improve- 
ment law. ‘To this, the only exception is that 
presented by the yard at New York, for which 
no regular and permanent plan has yet. been 
made, on account of the doubt existing, at the 
time the others were laid off, as to the propriety 
of continuing it at the present place. That 
doubt, however, it would appear, has been 
solved, substantially at last, by the commence- 
ment of the dock in that yard, for which an 
appropriation ef $50,000 was made last year. 
To this an addition is made, in the estimates 
for the present year, of $150,000, which it is 
believed will be as much as can be expended, 
until a further appropriation is made in the 
session. of Congress: subsequent to that which 
takes place ina short time. The above sums 
will be principally absorbed by the payment 
for materials of wood and stone, for coffer 
dams and the foundation, for excavation and 
embarkment; of which two last an unusual 
proportion must be performed, by reason of 
the position of the dock. ‘I'he enlargement of 
this yard and the preparation of a plan by| 
which the improvement may be permanently | 
made, as is the case at the other yards, is of 
great importance, and seems to be a very pro- 
per subject for consideration at this time, as the 


owing to mishap and oter interruptions, has 
been delivered. Quantities of other kinds of 
timber, (oak and pine, for instance,) for the re- 
pair of vessels, with large proportions of iron 
and copper, have also been received from the 
persons engaged to furnish them. Tron, also 
for chain cables and for tanks, has been re- 
ceived to nearly the whole amount under en- 
gagement. ‘The present estimates are intended 
to embrace the acquisition of quantities of all 
the above enumerated articles but the first. 
Under the law for procuring ordnance, pre- 
liminary steps have been taken to procure a 
large addition to the cannon of the navy, and 
paiticularly with reference to the Paixhan 
‘guns and shells. Provision will also be made 
'for adding considerably to the stock of powder 
and shot. Whilst on this subject, we take the 
occasion to state that our attention will be 
turned to the advantage of reducing the num- 
ber of the caliber of the guns for the navy, 
so as to have them, as nearly as practicable, of 
one size hereafter. ‘The advantage of such an 
equality is too obvious to need explanation ; 
and the subject may be dismissed by saying, 
the only variation, excluding Paixhan guns, is 
to be in the length and weight, instead of both 
those and the size of the bore, as is now the case. 
Since our last annual report, the Congress, 
a frigate of the first class, has been launched 
at Portsmouth, N. H., and finished, with the 





workmen and materials for the dock will ne~. 
cessarily occupy a large portion of that space | 
which is not now suflicient for naval porposes. | 

To preserve in proper repair all, to increase 
the accommodation in some, and to extend the 
buildings of other of owr hospitals near the 
principal navy yards, including that at Pensa- 
cola, which is almost daily becoming more 
important, a considerable increase of the) 
amount last appropriated for those objects has 
been considered necessary, as will be seen by 
a comparison of the sums for the present and 
coming years. 

Under the fourth head of contingent, em- 
bracing the two items enumerated and unenu- 
merated, no change has been made in the esti- 
mate for either, as it is presumed there will be 
little or no difference in the expenditures un- 
der that head. 

Having briefly explained the nature of the 
four principal appropriations, and entered into 
a detail of their constituent parts, which it is 
hoped, and indeed desired, may be satisfactory, 
we beg leave to pass on to another subject, 
believing it may be equally important to have 
it presented to your view; and that is, the pro- 
gress made since the last Teport in the materi- 
als for and vessels of the navy. Under the 
first of these items, a considerable quantity of 
live oak, engaged for several years, to be de- 
livered by various contractors, although not in 
quantities as large could have been wished, 


for which they are intended. 


exception of her equipment, which is going on 
rapidly, and it is expected will soon be com- 
pleted. The two sea steamers,Missouri and Mis- 


| sissippi, built at New York and Philadelphia, 


have been launched, and are equipping with 
despatch, and will in a short time be ready 
for service, as apart of the home squadron, 
As these vessels, 
though of the same size and form, have en- 
cines of different kinds, it is desirable that 
they may have an opportunity of testing their 
relative qualities and power by frequent trials 
atsea in all kinds of weather. ‘The frigate 
United States has been prepared for service, as 
well as the sloop Cyane, for the Pacific. The 
Delaware (74) has sailed for the Brazils, as the 
ship for the commander of that squadron. 
The Brandywine, a frigate of the first class, 
having been refitted, has returned to the Med- 
iterranean, as the commanding ship of that 
squadron; and the Fairfield, sloop of war, has 
also been sent thither. The Macedonian,. 
Warren, and Vandalia, are preparing, and are 
nearly ready for the service of the West India 
squadron. The Independence, razee, intended 
for the coramanding ship of the home squad- 
roa, the Columbia, a frigate of the first class, 
with the John Adams and Falmouth, first class 
sloops, are preparing, and are nearly ready for 
the home squadron, of which the small ves- 
sels, Boxer and Grampus, form the remainder. 

In concluding this general but condensed 
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view of the wants and resources of the navy, purchase of sites, and for the expenditure upon 
its operations in the present, and the contem- materials for the ensuing year; ‘which, it is 
plated arrangement for the next twelve months, presumed, will be effecting as much as can be 
it may be proper to state, that the excess of the done within the period for which the appropri- 
sum called for, on account of the navy, for the ation is to be made. The amount asked for 
ensuing year, over that of the present, is to be |(viz: $175,000) is the same that was asked 
found in the increased number of promotions for last year, but reduced, by the direction of 
and original appointments of officers of the your predecessor, Mr. Secretary Paulding, to 


junior rank and other ranks; an increase of | $100,000. 


the number of vessels beyond those at present) We have considered tt proper to enumerate 
employed, and the subsequent addition to the the several heads of the general estimate for 
number of officers on sea pay, with the re- the year 1842, by which you will perceive, at 
quisite proportion of persons to man them. a glance, the amount of the whole appropriation 
The addition of two steamers, one first class , asked for, asshown by the sheet marked No. 6. 
sloop of war, and three smaller vessels, with) In concluding this communication, the board 
the outfits and stores of the first mentioned, beg leave to call your attention to the subject 
as well as the last, contribute essentially to of a permanent depot for the charts and in- 


swell the amount. struments belonging to the navy. 
Believing that a’short statement of the ne-| (he buildings which have hitherto beéh 


cessity for the employment of additional clerks used as a temporary depot have been rented, 
‘nthe office of the navy commissioners may | aud are inconvenient and unsuited to the wants 
be proper, we must observe that, for several of such an establishment; the utility of which, 
years, the inconvenience arising from their @S @ matter of economy only, is fully mani- 
want has been so sensibly felt as to induce ‘ested in the careful preservation, and distribu- 
representations and estimates, hitherto without “OM t sea-going vessels, of the valuable in- 
effect. The present number allowed to this’ struments and charts which have been carefully 
office is insufficient to discharge the duties of Selected and procured for the service, at con- 
5 . var , 

the board. These duties comprise subjects siderable expense. ‘T'o this may be added the 
nearly if not quite equal in amount to those faciliues which such an establishment presents 
of ‘a similar nature in the army. which are us-|!° officers of the navy, for obtaining useful, 
signed to separate bureaux, and require twenty | Valuable, and, indeed, necessary knowledge, in 
clerks, it is believed, in addition to the officers  5OM€ of the higher branches of their profession. 
employed as assistants to the heads of those| The board are fully convinced of the ad- 
bureaux ; whilst to the commissioners are al- Vantage of such a permanent establishment, 
lowed only six clerks anda draughtsman, with properly constructed and judiciously located, 
asecretary to the board. We earnestly re- and earnestly recommend it to your favorable 
mark, that we consider those now asked foras Consideratson. ‘The probable cost of a suita- 
indispensibly necessary, to enable us to answer ble — and buildings would not exceed $50,- 
the numerous calls for information that so fre-, 900. ‘f half this sum was appropriated, it 
quently oceur during a session of Congress, could be commenced the ensuing season with 
in addition to the already onerous, heavy, and | advantage, and be completed in 1843. 
increasing current duties of the office. With, . We have the honor to be, with great respect 
this addition, we might be enabled so to ar- 5! yout obedient servants, 


range the business to be performed as to pre-| L. WARRINGTON, 
sent, at a very short notice, a lucid statement’ W. M. CRANE, 

of any subject required, besides the compila-; D. CONNNER, 
tion and digestion, for hourly use, of a mass) Hon. A. P. Ursuur, 

‘of important matter, which, for such a want, is | Secretary of the Navy. 





almost unavailable. 
coatiitiees 


erry ® . " = 2 Y here a rf F 1a ss 

| The commissioners of the navy have to re- From the New Orleans Bulletin, of Feb. 4. 
mark, in laying before you the estimate for the! Onx or roe Mextcan ScHOONERS Lost.—Capt. 
marine corps, the necessity, in their opinion,) Thompson, of the brig Chapman, reports that the 


> se - os schooner “ Liberty,” one of the two armed vessel 
- barracks at the four principal navy yards, SC200neT — y> ‘ L $ 
for barracks at th P ae 7 > built in New York for the Mexican service, was 


or ports, for the portion of marines which it) wrecked on Stirrup Key, on the 21st ult. and entirely 
may be necessary to retain in the vicinity of lost—We have seen the copy of a letter from Capt. 
each, for supplying detachments to the ships|Howard of the Liberty, certifying to the U. S. Con- 


. : jsul, at Havana, the fact of several seamen havin 
preparing for sea, and those paginas S€a | been part of her crew, and confirming the account a 
service, &c. ‘They believe the establishment) the loss of the vessel. The U. S. Revenue cutter 


of them, as above mentioned, will add much Woodbury, H. B. Nones, commander, from Norfolk, 
to the efficiency and comfort of the corps, and | for this port, was spoken by the brig Delaware, ar- 
ba a tneemare ” f sound economy The pa rived here from Philadelphia—the Woodbury having 


43 on board part of the crew of the Liberty, wh 
proposed appears to them suflicient for the |be to Janded at Key West. Se ee ae 
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From the Madisonian. 
OFFICIAL 


REPORT OF THE LOSS OF' THE U.S. SHIP 
PEACOCK... 


U. 8. sure Vincennes, Bay or SAN FRANCISCO, 
Upper California, October, 31, 1841. 


To the honorable Secretary or THE Navy: 

Srr: [have now to report, what I have expected 
Jong since might occur to one of us, from the danger- 
ous nature'of the service committed to the Squadron 
under my*command, the loss of the United States 
ship Peacock on the 18th of July, on the bar of the 
Columbia River, in attempting to enter it, agreeably 
to my orders to Captain Hudson, in pursaance of in- 
structions from the Department. 

‘The Peatock,‘as I had the honor to inform yeu in 
my letter dated November 10, 1840, was ordered to 
leave Oahu'en the 2d December last, and after an ar- 
duous and dangerous cruise of 228 days (of which 
only 22 were passed in port) to the Pheenix, Samoar, 
Ellice, and Kingsmill groups of islands, as far to the 
westward as the Piscadores, thence northerly through 
a range of shoals and islands (heretofore said te ex- 
ist) to’the Sandwich islands, where, after taking on 
board a-supply of water and provisions, she proceed- 
ed for Columbia River, off which she arrived on the 
17th of July, the day previous to the accident. _ 

Captain Hudson was -furnished hy me with diret- 
tions for entering the Columbia, which I obtained of 
Captain of the ship —+-, at Oahu, who had just 
arrived there from the Columbia, and I was assured 
they could be depended on. A recent chart also ac- 
companied the directions, which was considered cor- 
rect. 


I was gratified in being-able to obtain the informa- 
tion, and furnished copies to each of the vessels of 
the Squadron, placing much confidence in them, hav- 
ing been unable to obtain any information which 
could be relied on, to enable us to encounter the difli- 
culties and well known dangers which exist there. 
These directions were apparently drawn up with care, 
although there existed in my mind some doubt, from 
their giving only magnetic bewrings, generally of little 
value, and particularly so in this case, as ny expe- 
rience, from a recent survey of the bar, has since 
proved. 

To these must be imputed the loss of the Peacock, 
which Captain Hudson implicitly followed and held 
in his hand at the time he made the attempt to cross 
the bar, as appears by his report hereafter copied. I 
am well satisfied that such was the case, from the 
fact of Captain Varney, master of the American brig 
Thomas Perkins, having run over the same part of 
the sands in following the same directions, copies of 
which he obtained from me at Oahu; but drawing 
only 9 feet of water, he entered without accident. 

he followlng is a copy of Captain Hudson’s re- 
port to me of the loss of the ship: | 

‘On the morning of the 17th of July, we obtained 
soundings in 190 fathoms off the Columbia River, af- 
ter which we had light and baffling winds from S. by 
E. to S. W., made Cape Disappointment the same af- 
ternoon, and through the night had light airs and 
calms, accompanied with a dense fog. On the morn- 
ing of the 18th, between 7 and 8, the fog cleared off, 
and we had a light breeze from the southward and 
eastward with pleasant weather, Cape Disappoint- 
in sight ahead, distant 9 miles. Until meridian we 
had lightsoutherly breezes. At 9, got a cast of the lead 
and found 40 fathoms water; at 10. 15 obtained 
soundings in 14 fathoms, and wore ship off shore. 
At 11 wore againand stoodin. At meridian the wind 
came out moderately from the southward and east- 
ward ; and weather a little cloudy. Soon after meri- 
dian, being off the entrance through the reef, called 





all hands to work the ship into port— had a lieuten- 
ant ‘looking out on the foretopsail yard, and myself 
on the forecastle, and occasionally in the fore-rigging 
—stood in, according to my directions, through the 
channel or passage, until we brought Cape Disap- 
peiment to bear N. E. 1-4 E. by compass, and was 
eading up to it to bring Cheenook point to bear E.N. 
E. when we discovered the sea breaking ahead of us. 
Believing myself rather too far to the southward, 
wore ship, and run a short distance ‘until clear of the 
breakers, and where the passage appeared smooth and 
clear of break, both from below and aloft, when we 
again stood in, and in less than 5 minutes the ship 
touched. The helm was immediately put a lee, and 
every effort made to bring her by the wind, and haul 
off, but thump after thump, and the heave of the’sea, 
forced her on end, and rendered her unmanageable. 
every sail was immediately furled. Stream:cable and 
anchor got ready for running out; Ist cutter hoisted 
out, launch ready, and Lieut Emmons sent to sound 
in various directions about the ship ‘in one of ‘the 
waist-boats. The wind had now got to the N. and 
W., and was ae increasing, accompatiied with 
haze and fog, and the ebb tide meeting the ocean 
swell, producing, in a few moments, a dangerous 
combing sea, which stove the Ist cutter, (with 2 care- 
ful hands in her, and moored with ‘lines to play her 


‘from the fore and aft parts of the ship) and rendered 


her perfectly useless. It'was with great difficulty and 
hazard Lieut Emmons got alongside after sounding, 
and his boat taken on boérd. 

“The ship was now lifting and striking heavily, 
and the sea had been too furious to-venture the launch 
over the side to meet a like fate with the cutter; in- 
deed, no boat’could have lived about the ship. Had 
the pumps rigged, sent the royal and be gallant yards, 
masts and rigging on deck, and every thing of weight, 
out of the tops, to save our lower masts from switch- 
ing over the side. Finding that the ship was now 
making water fast, divided the watches in gangs at 
the rs and kept them going from that time until 
the boats left the ship. Had the guns buoyed for 
heaving overboard ; got a pendant tackle on the fore- 
yard arm, and swung the larboard bower clear of her 

ottem, as she was now quartering to the sea, her 
after body lifting with every surge, coming down 
heavily, and the ship with all forging on end. 

I was in hopes, by this process, to bring her head 
to sea, and have her strike fore and aft on hes keel ; 
our iron tiller now broke off some six or eight 
inches from the rudder head; rudder-braces and pin- 
tals gone, and the rudder thrashing about violently 
with every sea, unable to escape through the rudéer- 
port, and acting, when its head brought upon the bot- 
tom, asa lever or pty upon the transom and stern 
frame, until it finally ground its way out; commented 
heaving ow shot over the stern, starting the water in 
the hold, &c. As I anticipated, the sea hove her stern 
around, and the force of her striking was sensibly 
diminished. 

“At low water we had but nine feetof water under 
the main chains, and the larboard bower nearly ahead 
of the ship, with 45 fathoms of chain out. e had 
the stoppers and lanyards several times‘carried away 
by the heave of the sea. At8.45 P.M. parted the 
chain, when the ship was again hove nearly broad- 
side to the sea, and striking very heavily; the star- 
board anchor was now let go, and the chain checked 
gradually, while the sea was heaving her aft body 
round ; in this process she made some very heavy 
thumps, and when she had got a head to the sea, we 
had twenty-five faghoms of chain out ahead, and the 
ship again striking fore and aft on her keel which sen- 
sibly Jessened the force of the shocks to which she 
was exposed. 

“At 11. 30 P. M. it was high water ; sea some- 
what abated, ship still striking, and eccasionally with 
a very heavy thump. As the ebb tide made, let go 
the stream anchor from the stern to keep her from 
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‘being thrown broadside to the sea, anticipating, as the 


tide runs out with great force, we should again be sub- 
ject to the heavy combing sea. At 1, A. M., the sea 
was rapidly increasing, and at 2, ship striking very 
heavily, the seas occasionally combing in over the 
darboard bow, &c., along the waist, » hich stove in 
the larboard bulwarks -and flooded the spar-deck.— 
The water was now knee deep on the gun-deck, al- 
though the pumps had been kept incessantly going, 
and the water was gaining so fast on'us as to be over 
the shot lockers in the hold; knocked off the lower 
ceiling boars of the spar-deck bulwarks to free the 
deck of water, and tarpaulined the hatchways. The 
ship at this time striking so heavily that I had little 
hopes of her holding together till daylight, and should 
have cut away the masts te ease her, but that would 
have left us without the means of getting out our 


boats should the occasion oifer. At 7, A. M., of the | 


19th, the first opporiunity thet occurred when a boat 


could be ventured over the side or reach the shore, | 


Lieut.:Perry was despatched with the charts, papers, 
and every thing connected with the surveys of the 
present cruise, and Purser Speiden with his books and 
accounts. ‘Had the launch and three boats hoisted ont, 
some trifling provisions put in the former, and all the 
‘boats of the ship successfully filled with the crew, 
officers and scientific gentlemen; the marines only 


“I cannot sufficiently express my approbation of 
the .conduct of the officers and men, on this painful 
occasion. They have ‘continueG'to the’ last strictly 
to perform their duties and carry out my orders, and 4 
feel great pleasure in recommenting thern, through 
you as coramander of the expeditton, to the honora- 
ble the Secretary of the Navy,” 

W. L. HUDSON,” 


On learning the loss of the Peacock, I called for 
reports relative to the same from all the ward-room 
officers, which concur in the above statement-of facts, 
ind bear testimony of the coolness, presence of mind, 
unremitted exertion and noble exainple evinced by 
| the Commander, to whose efiorts are to be attributed 
ithe sefety of all his officers and crew, and of the or- 
jder and promptitude with which every thing was 
executed, and the discipline that prevailed through- 
out the whole event; so much so, that in the lan- 
iguage of one, it appeared as if the ordinary duties 
| were being carried on, and that few were aware of 
their perilons situation. 

Captain Hudson was the last person to leave the 
'wreck, and on his-landing at Baker’s Bay, he was 
|received with three hearty ‘cheers froin his officers 
|aml crew. 
| Althongh the Expedition has met with the loss of 





taking their arms and accoutrements, and no one! the ship, yet I am happy to say that all the charts, 
allowed to-take any clothing but what they stood in,| notes of survey, and journals of her late arduous and 
to prevent-the luinbering and swamping of the boats.|interesting cruise have been preserved; and I feel 
Three or four of the beats succeeded in making a| well satisfied that, although the ship has been wreck- 
second trip, after which it became impossible from the! ed, if any exertions could have succeeded in saving 
violence of the sea and the force of the current for a| her, theirs would have done so; and that the conduct 
boat to get off erlive any where near the ship. of her commarder, officers and-crew on this occasion 
« The crews and officers in charge of the boats de- | will redound to the credit of the service in which 
serve all praise for their perseverance in again endea- | they were engaged. 
voring to rescue us-at the hazard of their own lives,| I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully your 
(we were painful witnesses at the time of one of the )odeidient servant, 
boats being swamped and capsized in the atteimpt,) | 
and they only gave xp the effort and returned to the| 
shore, when we run our ensign unien ap on the stump | 
of the mizen mast. | 
« After the boats left us in the merning we had; TEMPERANCE AT THE NAVY YARD.—Sunday after- 
been compelled, frem the dreadfel rolling and thump- | noon a temperence meeting was held in the sail-loft 
ing of the ship, the weter having reached about eigh- ofthe Charlestown navy yard, which was attended by 
teen inches .above the birth-deck, to cut away the the seamen and boys of the U. S. receiving ship Co- 
masts, hoping she would hold together long enough |lumbus. Among the officers os were Commo- 
to save those of us who remained on beard, although | dore Downes and Captain Smith. 
such hope was any thing but flattering. ~ | The meeting was addressed by a gentleman named 
«The boats again came off between 4 and 5in the | Welch, belonging to Brooklyn, N. ¥., who having 
afternoon, but could not venture near the ship until | heard of the temperance movement amomg the U. s. 
just before sunset, when the remaining men, the! seamen, on this station, had come hither to endeavor 
boatswain, captain, purser’s~steward, and Lieut. | te fortify their resolutions, and sustain them in the no- 
Walker, were released from peril, and soon after! ble course which they had pledged themselves to pur- 
dark, after a pull of about four miles, reached the en- | sue. He delivered a most eloquent, feeling, and for- 
campmeat ef our companions in misfertune at Baker’s | cible address, every word of which seemed to come 
Bay, where we found brush huts erected, fires burn- | from the heart—and the whole of which was admi- 
ing, andé the gentlemen of the Methodist mission, | rably calculated to produce a favorable effect on the 
Messrs. Frostaand Kone, and Mr. Birnie, agent of minds of his audience. He said that he was now fifty- 
the Hon. Hudson Bay Co., from Fort George, with | four years ofage, and that during thé greater part of 
provisions for our relief. All that have been saved | twenty-five years of his life, he had been a “ man-of- 


CHARLES WILKES, 
Com. U. S. Exploring Exp. 





trom the ship are the charts made during the cruise, | 
the work of the surveys, some few journals of the | 
scientific gentlemen and officers, with the purser’s 
books and accounts, the chronometers, and all the 
boats, with the exception of the first cutter. 

“I feel thankful to a merciful Providence that all 
hands have been saved, although they have lost every 
thing but what they stood in. 

« Through the n:ght on which we landed, it was 
still and calm, and 1 had hoped the ship might hold 
together until morning and we should yet obtain 
something from ther. All the boats were espatched 
soon after daylight for that purpose, but the spar-deck 
and most of her upper works were strewa to the 
winds and the waves, and all that was to be seen of 
the poor Peacock, that had carried us safely through 
so many hazards for the last three years, was the 


war’s-man,”’-—and most of that time a disciple of jn- 
temperance. He cited many interesting facts, illus- 
trating the demoralizing nature of the habit, and the 
various temptations which were laid in the way of 
seamen, and earnestly urged them all to sign the 
pledge, and square their conduct accordingly, and to 
exert all their influence to rescue others from the 
gulf which had proved so destructive toseamen. At 
the close of his discourse, he requested all those who 
had signed the pledge to hold up their hands, when 
the whole assembly, with very few exceptions, rer 
sponded to the call! It wasa glorious sight to wits 
ness, and augurs well for the future character of sea- 
men. We understand that on boaid the receiving 
ship, there are now not more than fifteen or twenty 
men and boys, who have not signed the pledge of 
total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks —Boston 





eap of her bowsprit, and very soon after, that disap- 
peared. 


Mercantile Journal. 
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RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
—In our last number, we published a synopsis of the | 
Bill which was reported in the House, on the 9th 
inst. by Mr. Wise, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

We have since received the following plan of a 
Bill for the re-organization of the Departiment, which 
has been drawn up by one pretty well versed in na- 
val matters; and insert it as well for the considera- 
tion of officers as of members of Congress, there be- 
ing abundant:time to discuss the questien before the | 
Bill will probably be brought up in Congress for de- | 
cision. | j 

As the re-organization of the Department, when- | 
ever it does'take place, will be a measure of perma- i t 
nent duration, it is desirable to obtain all the light | 

| 
| 





and information upon the subject which can be drawn 
from the experience of others; and we shovld be 
pleased to receive from practical men such hints as 
they may deem important or useful. 


PLAN FOR THE RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE | 
NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

SecTion 1.—Be it enacted, &c. &c. That the du- 
ties assigned to ‘the board of Navy Commissioners, 
agreeably to an act of Congress, approved the 7th | 
day of February, 1815, shell be transferred to and be | 
executed by seven persons, who shall be the chiefs | 
of seven separate and distinct Bureaux; and the Bu- 
reaux, so constituted, shall be attached to the office 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and under his direction 
perform all the ministerial duties of said office, rela- 
tive to the procurement of naval stores, the construc- 
tion, armanent, equipment and repair of all vessels 
belonging to the United States; and such other du- 
ties as are imposed by this act, as well as other mat- 
ters connetted with the naval establishment of the 
United States, as may be directed by the Secretary 
of the Navy. ; 

Sec. 2.—And be it further enacted, &e. &c. That 
the said Bureaux shall be appointed and organized in 
the following manner-:—The President of the United 
States is hereby anthorized and required to appoint | 
one competent person, whose duty it shall be, under 


} 
\ 


all contracts and purchases for the naval service, ex- 
cepting military stores, medicines and hospital stores, 
chronometers and nautical instruments ; and to this 
Bureau, which shall be denominated the BuREAU OF 
CONTRACTS, shall be attached——clerks, whose unit- 
ed salaries shall be——dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, &. &e. That 
the President of the United States is hereby author- 
ized and required to appoint a Naval architect, skill- 
ed in the science and practice of constructing ships 
ef war, whose duty it shall be, under the direction of 


cers of the navy, and one 


one clerk, whose annual salary shall be 
! 


nominated the BUREAU OF CIVIL ENGINEERS, 





the Secretary of the Navy, to prepare the drafts for 
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all ships of war to be built for the service of the Unit- 
ed States, and the neceasary instructions for build- 
ing, masting, 


ee 


ballasting and repairing them ; and to 
this Bureau, which shall be denominated the BuREAU 


lor consTRucTION, shall be attached one assistant 





constructor, whose annual 


salary shall be dol- 
lars ; one draitsrnan whose annual salary shall be 


dollars ; 





and 





clerks, whose united annual sala- 
ries shall be dollars. 

Src. 4.—And be it further 
the President of the United § 
ized and required to appoint a commissioned officer 
of the navy, whose duty it shall be, under the Secre- 
| tary of the Navy, to man, arm and equip all vessels 
belonging to the navy, to make out the general es- 
timates; to have the seperintendence of the recruit- 
ing service ; and to this Bureau, which shall be de- 


nominated the BUREAU OF EQUIPMENT, shall be at- 





enacted, &c. &c. That 


States is hereby author- 


tached two commissioned officers of the navy, and 





clerks, whose united annual 
dollars. 
Src. 


salaries shall be-—~— 


5.—.4nd be it further enacted, &c. &c. That 
the President of the United States is hereby author- 


ized and — to a" a commissioned officer 


of the navy, whose duty it shall be, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of ae Navy, to procure, by con- 


tract or otherwise, the armanent and military stores 


| requited for all vessels; to prove and properly mark 


the sume before they shall be received; and to this 


| Bureau, which shall be denominated the BUREAU OF 


ORDNANCE, shall be attached two commissioned offi- 


clerk, whose annual salary 


| shall be———dollirs. 


Sec. 6.—.4nd be it further enacted, &c. &c. That 


ithe President of the United States is hereby author- 
tized and required to appoint a surgeon of the navy, 


whose duty it shall be, under the direction of the Se- 
cretary “of the Navy, to purchase and distribute all 
medicines and hospital stores; 


and his other duties 


are to be as nearly assimilated to those at present per- 
| formed by - 


the surgeon general of the army as the 
nature of the two services will admit; and to this Bu- 
reau, which shall be denominated the MEDICAL BU- 


REAU, shall be attached one assistant surgeon, and 


dollars. 
enacted, &c. &e. That 





Sec. 7.—And be it further 


the President of the United States is hereby author- 
the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, to make | 


ized and required to appoint one competent person as 
civil engineer, whose duty it shall be, under thedi- 


rection of the Secretary of the Navy, to prepare the 


necessary plans and drafts for all dwelling houses | 
store-houses, whiarves, docks, and other buildings, . 
be erected or repaired in any of the navy yards ; 
attend ‘to the building of them, so far as it may te 
necessary ; and to this Bureau, which shall be de- 
shall 
be attached two assistant engineers, whose united 
annual salaries shall be —— dollars; one draftsman 
and one clerk, whose united annual salaries shall be 
——- dollars. 
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Sec. 8.—And be it # further enacted, &c. se Tha tthe 
President of the United States is hereby authorized 
and required to appoint a commissioned officer of the 


navy, whose duty it shall be, under the direction of 


the Secretary of the Navy, to have the direction of all 
hydrographical surveys, the purchase and preserva- 
tion of all maps, charts, books, chronometers, and 
nautical instruments required for the naval service ; 
and to this Bureau, which shall be denominated the 
BUREAU OF HYDROGRAPHY, shall be attached two! 
commissioned officers of the navy. 


Sec. 9.—And be it further enacted, &c. &c. That | 


the compensation to be allowed to the several officers | 
hereinafter named, shall be as follows, viz: 

To the chief of the 
Bureau of of Contracts 





dollars per annum. 
Bureau of Construction 





dollars per anunm. 
Bureau of Equipment 





dollars per annum, 
Bureau of Ordnance —— dollars per annnm. 
Bureau of Civil Engineer 





dollars per annum, 

And to all naval officers who shall receive appoint- | 
ments under this act, excepting the chiefs of the Bu- 
reaux of Equipment and Ordnance, theer shall be al- 
lowed the pay and rations of their grade in actua 
service. 


To the chief of the Medical Bureau, the compen | 


sation shall be the game as is allowed to the surgeon 
of a fleet. And the compensation allowed to all of | 
ficers, appointed by virtue of this act, shall be in full 
for their services, excepting when travelling on pub- 
lic duty. 

Sec. 10.—And be il further pare &e. &e. That 
the books and papers of the several Bureaux shall at 
all times be subject to the inspection of the President 
of the United States and Secretary of the Navy ;-and 


all communications to and from the chiefs of the Bu- | 


reaux, which relate to their public duties, to be-fre 
from postage. 


Sec. 14.—.4nd be it further enacted, &e. &e. That | 


the operation of this act shall commence and take | 
effect on the first day of —— next ;and.on that day 


the Act entitled an Act to alter and amend:the seve-| 


ral Acts for establishing a Navy Department by ad- 
ding thereto a Board of Navy Commissioners, ap- 
proved the 7th February, 1815, shall cease and deter- 
mine. 


Loss or THE Peacock.—Positive accounts of 
the less of this vessel, have at length been received. 
We have been favored with the following extract of 
a letter, dated “San Francisco, Upper California, 
Oct. 30, 1841. 

«The efficiency of our squadron has sustained a 
serious blow in the loss of the Peacock, on her return 


from a cruise of days, of which ——— were passed 





at sea, inthe survey and exploration of a large, un- 
known tract of the ocean, imminently exposed to 
every danger to which aship is liable. She was 
lost on the North breakers, at the mouth of Columbia 
river. Soon aftershe struck, it became evident that 


she must be abandoned, and the efforts of her officers 
were directed to the best means of saving the lives: 
of all on board. 

‘* Darkness soon closed around the devoted ship, 
and the contending forces of wind and tide raised a 
heavy sea. The ship struck awfully, and it appear- 
ed that she could not last beyond each succeeding 
|blow. Nevertheless the utmost order was preserved, 
| and the good conduct of her well-tried crew never 
was more » conspicuously displayed. 





| « ‘Daylight at length dispelled some of the horrors 
of the night and at slack water the boats were man- 
ned: the sick and the civilians were first provided 
for ; after which the crew passed into the boats in the 
‘order directed by the first lieutenant. Two trips 
| were made by the boats, except the launch, when 
| the bar again became so rough thatit was impossible 
| for them to approach the wreck ; and after the utmost 
| exertions they were compelled to return to the shore. 
(Meanwhile the fate of the ship was fast drawing to a 
close ; the masts which had threatened all night to go 
by the board, and which had been preserved to get 
‘out the boats, were cut away ; the upper works stove 
in by the sea, and the water already over the berth 
deck, 

“ The vigilance of the officers in the boats seized 
the next favorable moment to return, and about 6 
| P. M. all had left the wreck. Rude huts were hastily 

constructed, and the wearied men passed the night 
on the shores of Baker’s Bay. 
| “Atdaylight nothing but the bowsprit cap ap- 
, peared above water ; and a few hours after that last 
monument of her fate had disappeared. 

“ The conduct of Captain Hudson, his officers and 
| erew, throughout this trying scene, was highly credis 
table to the skill and discipline of the service. From 


e | the many wrecks that have occurred near the same 


| spot, few lives have ever been saved; in most in- 
stances, all hands have perished. The fortunate pre- 
servation of life on this.occasion must be mainly at- 
itributed to the judicious measures adopted, to the ex- 
cellence of the boats, and the skill acquired in the 
management of them through a constant service 
amidst the reefs and’shoals of the ocean. The ship’s 
papers, charts and instruments were the only articles 
saved. 

«The U.S. brig Oregon (late the brig Thomas 
Perkins, of Salem) has been obtained, and all the offi- 
cers and erew of the Peacock have been disposed of 
in the different vessels of the squadron. It was fortu- 
nate that such a vessel could be procured.” 





The Bill for increasing the Marine corps, which 
we publish to day, makes no provision for the pay 
and emoluments of the Brigadier General. This is 
an oversight that has no doubt been discovered, and 
will be corrected in season. 

The Bill, furthermore, authorizes an addition of on- 
ly 1,000, instead of 2,000 to the rank and file of the 





corps. 
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VAL » d J B. f j -- H . ‘ 
A NAVAL GENERAL COURT MARTIAL will assem--'has not received the sanction of Congress or the War 


ble at Baltimore on Tuesday next, March 1, for the Department ; 

. wed . > 
trial of such persons as may be brought before it.' courts martial may consider it good authority, they 
It is understood’ that all officers against whom charges 


1 hi . are not obliged to conform to it. And, suppos- 
or complaints have been lodged at the Department, |ing they should, there is such a variety of opinions 


and which have not been adjusted ~ explained, will among different Generals on this subject, that it is 
be arraigned before this court. Their names, and the 
decision in each case, will appear hereafter. 
The court will consist of 
Commodore Joun B. Nicoxuson, President. 
Captains William Compton Bolton, ) 
Daniel Turner, 
Francis H. Gregory, 


| 
\ Kan 
mbers, 
Isaac McKeever, ( ee 


Silas H. String,” | tory opinions of .officers reviewing the proceedings. 


Cuarves H. Winper, Esq. of Baltimore, Judge | : 
Advocate ~ tquate to afford an officer a knowledge of the powers 


and therefore, although members of 


‘more than probable the proceedings of eourts would 
‘not be approved by the reviewing officer, or perhaps 
approved by some and disapproved by others. So 
that, infact, all that officers have to assist and govern 
them when members or judge advocates of courts 
‘martial, is the brief article in the present regulations 
‘above referred to, an occasional order, and the desul- 


It is apparent to all, that these are totally inade- 


and duties of courts, and the manner of conducting 





We have received from. an officer attached to the them. The consequenee is, that many, and especi- 
Exploring Expedition a file of the Polynesian, print- {ly those composed mostly of young officers, are 
ed at the Sandwich islands,-for November and De- 
cember, 1840, and January and February, 1841. 
They have probably been on a cruise in some wha- 
ler. The dates are too old to afford any news, and in| iy 
looking over them we find nothing of particular has one construction. Opinions are advanced and 
terest to Americans. 


‘conducted with great irregularity and informality. In- 
inumerable and fruitless discussions take place as to 
‘the proper mode of conducting them, and on other 
topics which onght to be made so explicit as to allow 


maintained with mueh pertinacity, agreeing neither 
with law, regulations, or custom of the service. In 











ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. ‘this manner one half the time 1s often consumed, and 

Feb. 17— Asst Sur B M Byrne, army Brown's | Consequently the expenses attending courts martial 
Asst Sur W H Van Buren, do Mr Wood’s|are doubled. It frequently occurs, that owing to the 

Asst Sur S P Moore, do Gadsby’s | informality or illegality of the proceedings of courts 


19—Capt G W Cullum, Engr C Hope Cluk ; ; ° . 
P ot Ae —_ a part, and in some instances the whole, are disap- 
PASSENGERS. proved and set aside ; and thus many crimes and mil- 

New Yorx, Feb 12, per ship United States, for 
Liverpool, Lieut F Chatard, of the navy. Feb 16, per : th, : pe i 
brig Esealus, from Rio Janeiro, Comm’r J Marston, | re defeated. ‘This cannot but exert a very injurious 
Lieut C H Kennedy, and Dr A A Adee, of the navy. jinfluence upon the army. 

Cuarteston, Feb 13, per schr Stephea S Frances,’ 
from St Augustine, P Mid M Marine, of the navy. : a , j 
Feb 15 per steampacket Wm Seabrook, from Savan- tia} conducted with dignity. propriety, and despateh, 
nah, Mid R M Cuyler, of the navy. if there were a proper official work on this subject. 

Savannan, Feb 14, per steamboat Santee, from gen 3 6 els 
Stoney Bluff, Lieut N L Coste, of the Revenue ser- | Phe vital importance of this matter, and the interests 
vice, and lady. of the army, demand for it the immediate attention o 

Norroux, Feb 21, per brig William Price, arrived in ' 
Hampton Roads on Saturday evening last, in 49 days’ ' 
from Rio de Janeiro, Lieut w S Swann, and midship- | The work should be sufficiently extensive to em- 
men J S Taylor and E Higgins, lately attached to the 





itary offences go unpunished, and the ends of justice 





All these things might be avoided, and courts mar- 


ithe War Department. 











U S frigate Potomac. \brace every variety of case which can be anticipated. 
i ek PS Pe AS a Re ile tedaate |All doubtful and difficult points should be explained 
Communication land definitely decided. Besides stating fully the 








|principles and laws which ought to govern courts, the 
: COURTS MARTIAL. ‘duties of members and judge advocates, and the man- 

It is a matter of surprise that our army has no werk |nerof conducting aud recording the proceedings, sev- 
on courts martial for its guidance and government. | eral supposed trials of officers 
All on this subject, which can be considered official | ly numerous 
is contained in about two pages of the regulations | 
and a few old general orders, 

Our late distinguished Major General published, a 
year or two since, an excellent treatise on this subject, 
but the plan of it is too general to meet all cases, or 
to answer as a book of reference for young officers, 
who are inexperienced in the customs and forms of 
courts martial. But even this work, which is un- 


and soldiers, sufficient- 
and comprehensive to illustrate every 
» important principle, should be given. Although it is 
|not possible to prescribe rules @ priori for every case, 
still enough can be given to enable us to form from 
analogy a very correct opinion of any which may 
arise. Young officers would then know from the ex- 
amples, the kind and degree of punishment that 
should be awarded to certain offences; whereas, now 
sentences are sometimes too severe, and sometimes 





doubtedly the best and most complete in our country, | too lenient. 
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If a work on this subject is authorized by Govern- | A BILL forthe augmentation of the Marine Corps, 
ment to be published, it should be written and ar- saa +a to tae eae arn . 

. as os wy: e it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
ranged by several officers distinguished for ability ana! » fives o of the Unite d Statés of America # f, sana 
experience in these matters, in order to render it as| gssembled, That the President of the United States be, 
unexceptionable as possible. and he is hereby, authorized to cause the marine corps 

-WARREN. | in the service of the United States to be augmented 

— = jby the appointment and enlistment of one brigadier 

“ general, one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, ten cap- 
Entetligence. | tains, fifteen first lieutenants, fifteen second lieuten- 
—aerreenimnntapnenkiremensoeeenee - jants, sixty sergeants, sixty corporals, thirty drum- 
FLORIDA WAR. 'mers, thirty fifers, and one thousand privates, whe 
By the U. S. steamer Gen. Taylor, Capt. Peck, the shall be respectively allowed and receive pay as 
editors of the Georgian have received from the edi-| follows, viz: the commissioned officers shall be en- 
tors at St. Augustine, copies of their papers of last titled to and receive the same pay, emoluments, and 
week. ' allowances as are now, or hereafter be, allowed to of- 
ficers of similar grades in the infantry of the army ; 
and the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
: 42.— privates shall be entitled to the same pay, rations, 
portance. The following items may prove interest- | clothings, and allowances as those inthe same grades 
ing: Col. Worth, with his usual energy, is scouting | ofthe marine service are now entitled to receive re- 
the whole country. Capt. Andrews, 6th infantry, and | spectively. And the officers and men hereby author- 


Lieut. Monroe, with C and I companies, 6th infantry, | ized to be appointed and enlisted, shall be subject to 
are scouting the Charlopopka. Capt. Hoffman, with 


/ Ka all the provisions of an act, approved June 30, 1834, 
D and F companies, 6th infantry, and 25 mounted | entitled «An act for the better organization of the 
men, are scouting Annutilga hammock and head wa-| United States marine corps,” except so far as the 
ters of the Crystal and Homasassa rivers. Colonel! same may be repealed or modified by this aet. 
Loomis, 6th infantry, is scouting the gulf coast from | See a And be it further enacted, That all enlist 
the Ouithlacochee up to Otter creek. Col. Whistler,| ot soto the marine ‘ “ig sad ey pers: : 
7th infantry, is examining the country round Otter | hoi be for th esa Og ee | all — e, 
creek—the Wekissa and Wacasapa rivers. Capt. |* vt 2 ab 7a — ne rit dh 1 ft th » he pay 
Hutter, 6th infantry, is ordered to take post at the | Suthonized By taw to be retainec or the benefit of a 
“Black Dirt’s ” village near the junction of the We- | inarine shall be paid him at the expiration of his term 
kissa with the Wacasassa river. Major Staniford and | of enkatmant. } 
two companies of the 4th have re-occupied Fort Cross.| Sec. 3. And be ut further enacted, That the President 
Major Plympton and three companies 2d infantry are | of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
still in pursuit of the renowned Halleck-tus-te Nug- | to organize the marine corps into regiments, battali- 
gee. ‘T'wo Indians recently delivered themselves at| nS. companies, or detachments, as the nature of the 
Fort Mellon. They say that Short-Grass, with twen- | Service may, from time to time, require. And the 
ty warriors, is in the neighborhood of the Ahopopka. ‘commission of the officers now in the marine corps 
An expedition of the 2d infantry has gone to pay the | shall not be vacated by this act ; but the President 
compliments of the season tohisexcellency. If he is, May, during the recess of the Senate, first by promo- 
found at home, we may have an opportunity of seeing | tions according to rank, and then by selection, ap- 
his lordship. point - a tenet ee which appoint- 
From the St. Augustine Herald, 11th inst. : — tor Fagel os eaapen sete pee at its next 
Six companies of the 3d artillery are on their way| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That when, in the 
from the southern posts—scouring the country on | opinion of the commanding officer, upon representa- 
their route—to Pilatka. Lieut. Col. Gates will leave tion made by the heads of the staff of the marine 
next week for Pensacola, which is to be his future corps, the public service may so require, it shall be 
head quarters. | competent for him to assign one or more officers from 
From the St. Augustine News, 12th inst. \ the line of lieutenants, not exceeding two to the com- 


The following letter from our correspondent should | ™#2¢ of — _ —s we see — — — 
have appeared in our last, but the gentleman to whose | ra +t oon esr - whi h Selies m ro ; 
care it was sent, neglected handing it to us in time. pegs om ed ah be entail ae ‘ wg: avout ~ ‘lace 

Fort LAupERDALE, Feb. 1, 1842.—I have but lit- | 80 signed shall ne entitled to receive wenty dollars 
tle military news to communicate. Capt. Vinton’s | P&T month in addition to their pay : Provided, however, 

7 | rs e Apt. ONS | ° ° - J “. ays 
late scout from Fort Pierce returned without seeing | 1 hat, if required to disburse moneys, they shall 


. ; , . ; Pi give such bonds, with sufficient sureties, as may b 
resh § f an Indian. Lieut. Taylor, wit | give such . ? “ : 3 y be 
but. one fresh sign 9. Sn “) — required of them by the Secretary of the Navy. 


a mounted party to the St. John’s, returned equally : “Spy : : 
unsuccessful. The Indians at this post were sent ty Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the course of 


r : POU: Ee ‘ . |instruction for said marine corps shall hereafter in- 
‘ sinnatl, W wo co! ‘ . : ps : P rin 
Fo pe gerade = Ned ar Jo ange Reed | clude that of marine and field artillerists, in addition. 
ui ame wr 5 Sak to the present course of infantry drill. 

way to the Gulf. The 3d artillery, who for a long S eee \ L , 
time have garrisoned Fort Dallas, were to day with-|_ °° 6. And be it further enacted, That the following 
drawn, and the navy force under Lieut. McLaughlin, | S'S % aud the same are hereby, oppropriated, to 
have taken possession—this preparatory to the 3d be- - peu — “J any unappropriated moneys in the 
ing withdrawn from Florida. The garrison arrived For th ares he to * he 

at Fort Lauderdale to-day. A scout is to start soon or the purchase of a site and to commence the 
from the navy at Fort Dallas, to the Oka-cho-bee. erection of barracks for the marine corps at Charles- 


, 2 - ton, thirty thousand dollars. 
pas army troops at Fort Pierce will co-operate by For the purchase of a site and to commence the erec- 


tion of barracks for the marine corps at Brooklyn, 











Correspondence of the Savannah Georgian. 
Froripa, Feb. 9, 1842.—We have no news of im- | 





From the National Intelligencer, Feb. 18. thirty thousand dollars. 

THe Marine Corps.—The following is acopy of| For the purchase as a site and to commence the 
the bill reported yesterday by Mr. Fessenpen, trom | erection of barracks for the marine corps at Gosport, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was read | thirty thousand dollars. 
twice and committed to the Committee of the whole} To commence the erection of barracks for the 
House on the state of the Union: marine corps at Pensacola, fifteen thousand dollars. 
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MuTINY AND Loss oF LIfFE.—We were informed 
late last evening by an officer of the Texan navy, that 
the crew of the Texas schooner of war San Antonio, 
(now lying of Slaughter House Point,) mutinied— 
killed the second lieutenant, Mr. C. F.Fuller, woun- 
ded'two midshipmen, Messrs. Allen and Odle—seized 
cutlasses and pistols, and left the vessel. The sailing 
master escaped by jumping overboard.—New Orleans 
Commercial Bulletin, Feb. 14. 


THE MURDER ON THE SAn ANTONIO.—We men- 
tioned in our paper of Saturday, that a mutiny oc- 
curred on board the Texian sctiooner of war San An- 
tonio, on Friday evening, and that the officer in com- 
mand was murdered, and several others were wound- 
ed. We have since been favored with the following 
particulars : 

The men had by some means procured liquor, and 


Oswald, serjeant of marines ; William Simpson, cor- 
poral of marines; Thomas D. Sheppard, sail maker’s 
mate; Ed. Keener, Benjamin Pompilly, and Edward 
Williams. 

The remains. of the late Lieut. Fuller, were interred 
yesterday afternoon, in the Protestant Cemetery, by 
his brother officers, Captain Day, and the officers of 
the cutter Jackson, and his particular friends.—Jbid, 
Feb. 14. 





From the Bosion Mercantile Journal. 


A TERRIBLE WAR-ENGINE.—A late number of the 
| Peoria (I.) Register contains a communication from 
iH. Fellows, giving a description of the principles, 
‘construction, and modus operandi ot a terrible engine 
lof war, invented by U. Brown, a citizen of Llinois. 


ow 





were nearly all of them in astate of intoxication, ear-| In this invention, Mr. Brown contemplates providing 
ly on the evening of the 11th. They were observed | a cheap and effeetual defence for the extensive anc 
by the officers to be holding a consultation on the fore- | exposed coasts and harbors of the United States, by 
castle, which circumstance induced them to prepare | means of * impregnable and irresistible fire ships." —to 
for an. emergency, not suspecting, however, that a| be propelled by steam—to be proof against inilitary 
mutiny was intended, but believing that some of them | projectiles of every description—and to operate by 
might attempt to desert. throwing upon the ships of an enemy, by means of 
Soon after, acting master M. H. Dearborn, being an ejecting apparatus of very great force, securely 
then in charge of the deck, the sergeant of marines, placed within the vessel, a stream of liquid fire,—a 
came a(t with a file of men, and said that he wanted composition discovered and fully tested by him, to 
to goon shore. Mr. Dearborn replied it was not in the astonishment and satisfaction of thousands who 
his power to give him permission, nor was it in the have witnessed his experiments; and analagous in 
ower of any officer on board to do so, and advised its nature and effects, if not the same, to the long lost 
im to wait until the captain came on board, when he secret of the celebrated “Greek fire,” as appears 
did not doubt but that every thing would be satis{ac- from the report of a committee, composed of respec- 
torily arranged. ‘The sergeant was not satisfied, but table officers of the army, navy, civil engineers, naval. 
continued urging the point, when Lieut. Fuller, then in architects, Xc. 
charge of the vessel, came on deck, and inquired the| ‘The tollowing is the account given by Mr. Feilows 
cause of the disturbance, and at the same time seeing of this destructive * fire ship :” 
some of the men at the hatch, ordered them all aft to ‘«‘ The principles upon which.it is proposed to con- 
the gangway, and told them to state their complaint.’ struct this vessel.are predicated upon the established 
They told them that they wished to go on shore and: and well known laws of motion and forces, viz., that 
would go on shore. Lieut. F. then ordered the ser- ifa body be put in motion and act without a will, its 
eant of marines to arm the marine enard, which was tendency will be to move in the direction where the 
immediately done, and they were ranged on the star- least resistance is presented ; that if such a body 
board side of the quarter deck, the sergeant arming strike or act obliquely upon a plane surface, the 
himself with a Colt’s pistol and a tomahawk, and, in stroke or action is as the sine of the angle of inci- 
all probability, then furnished the crew with arms. dence; or the force on. the surface is to the same, if it 
The sergeant then came up to Lieut. Fuller, under had acted perpendicularly, as the sine of incidence is 
the pretext of reporting the guard under arms, raised to radius. 
the tomahawk and struck at without hitting him. This vessel is, therefore, to be constructed in such 
Lieut. Fuller then drew his pistol, and in the act of a manner, and of such a figure, as to present to the 
raising it was shot by the sergeant and killed instantly, line of an enemy’s fire, in every direction, the appear- 
the ball passing through his right arm near the shoul-| ance of a wedge; the acute angle of which is formed 
der and entering his lungs. He fell, and while onthe at or near the water’s edge, by the meeting of cor- 
deck was beaten with muskets and cutlasses. and responding inclined planes, composing the sides and 
other officers standing around him, and endeavoring to | circular ends of the deck and lower part of the vessel ; 
ward off the blows. While engaged in this, Midship- | and presenting, in no part of her surface, an angle of 
men Allen and Odell were wounded, the former by a! more, probably, than fifteen degrees to the point 
ball throuysh his foot, and the latter by a bali through blank fire of an enemy. In consequence of which, 
his thigh. ~ {shot or shells ef any description, will rebound or 
The mutineers, after committing this murderous act, | ricochel from her surface, without producing any in- 
seemed satisfied, and told the survivors to go aft; if) jury to the vessel, her machinery or crew; the latter 
they did not, they also would be killed—some of the | being all securely situated within, under cover of the 
mutineers, at the same time, seizing them and push- |deck, with ample room and opportunity for the man- 





ing them aft, and down into the cabin, securing the 
doors. They then, it appears, armed themselves, 
lowered the boats, and nine of them crossed the river 
in one of them, and the remainder landed at Alziers, 
in the other. Captain Day, of the revenue cutter 
Jackson, having heard the noise and the report of pis- 
tols, manned and armed his boats, and pulled towards 
the San Antonio—the officers in the cabin hearing the 
noise of oars, came on deck and hailed him, request- 
ing assistance, which was promptly rendered. Much 
credit is due to this gentleman, as also to his officers 
and men. 

His honor the Mayor, with his usual energy, assis- 
ted by an efficient police has succeeded in arrestin 
six of the mutineers, and there is no doubt but that 
the remainder will soon be brought to justice. 

The following is a list of those taken—Seymour 


|agement of the vessel, the apparatus tor ejecting li- 
| quid fire, &c.; and the probability is, that from the 
low surface presented, not one shot in five hundred 
will strike her at all. 

It is proposed to build the vessel of the following 
dimensions: extreme length on deck, 225 feet ;— 
breadth of do., 75 feet; length of floor, 165 feet; 
breadth of same, 30 feet; depth of hold, 125 feet; 
draft of water at her deepest bearings, about 10 feet. 
The weight of water displaced will be ‘about 3,000 
tons, and the elevation of the horizontal or top plane 
of the deck, above the surface of the water, about 5 
feet; the deck to consist of a horizontal and inclined 
planes ; the horizontal plane, forming the centre and 
top, to be 165 feet long, 15 feet broad, and 1} feet 
thick. From this plane the surface of the deck de- 
scends on an angle of 8 degrees with the horizon, for 
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the distance of about 30 feet in all directions, and 
unites in an angle of 29 degrees with the correspond 
ing inclined planes of the under side of the vessel, at 
or near the surface of the water, as before described. 

The lower inclined planes are about 23 or 24 feet 
wide, and recede, from the angle of the deck at the 
water’s edge, on an angle of 20 degrees with the 
horizon, until they unite with the floor below.— 
These inclined planes, wherever they are exposed to 


the lower planes, however, gradually diminishing as 
they recede into the water from the angle at the sur- 


face to the thickness of, say, nine inches, where they | 


unite with the floor, which is also to be nine inches 
thick. ll these planes are to be composed of three 
layers of hard oak timber, transversely placed, and 
strongly secured together every way with iron bolts: 


each layer to be well caulked, payed and sheathed, | 


before the next is placed uponit; the angle, all round, 
to be formed of root knees, and protected by a wrought 
iron guard of, say, eighteen or more inches in breadth, 
the outer edge forming the acute angle; but the in- 
ner edge to be six ifches or more in thickness—to be 
put on in sections, and secured in its place by means 
of corresponding pairs of iron arms, above and below, 
let in flush with and bolted to the timbers. Finally, 
the whele surface of the vessel, exposed in any man- 
ner to the shot of an enemy, and to the depth of seve- 
ral feet below the surface of the water, is to be in- 
vested witha heavy rolled iron armor, sirongly bolted 
to the timbers, and of the thickness of, say, two or 
three inches, according to the angle or inclination of 
the plane, and the corresponding exposure to the ef- 
fects of shot. 


She is to be divided, by strong water-tight bulk- } 


heads, into a convenient number of compartments, 
adaj:ted to the form and size of the machinery and 
the convenience of the crew, and so constructed that, 
if any one of them should chance to be injured or 
spring a leak, the general safety of the vessel would 
not thereby be jeopardized. 

An extensive hatchway is to be formed in the ho- 


rizontal plane of the deck, for the reception and dis- : 


charge of ponderous machinery, &c. This, as well 
as the necessary gangways for the passage of the 


crew, and the chimneys for the escape of smoke and 
steam, are to be secured, ball proof, by the introduc- 
tion of strong iron cross-barred grating, or hatches, 
for the admission of air and light, and resting, flush 
with the deck, upon projecting shoulders of the sur 
rounding iron bushings ; the gratings of the gangways 
for the crew to be so arranged that they can be opened 
inwardly and closed, at pleasure, by the crew within, 


by means of hinges supporting bars, tackle, pul-| 
y ~ Pi 5 > |} 


leys, &c. 
The anchors and rings, when Weighed, as well as 
the iron cat-heads, are to be deposited, flush with the 


deck, in iron beds or receptacles ; and her chain ca- | 


bles are to pass immediately from the rings, through 
hawse-holes and over iron rollers in the deck, to the 
capstan and cable tier below. 

The ejecting apparatus consists of a strong and 
tight metal reservoir, of capacity sufficient to contain 
several thousand gallons of the inflammable composi- 
tion, to be safely secured in a magazine room, sealed 
with metal; a cylinder and piston for ejecting the 
composition, by the application of the steam engine, 
to be connected with the reservoir by means of two 
pipes provided with valves opening contrary ways ; 
an air chamber for condensing the included air, and 
thereby continuing and equalizing the pressure upon 
the composition, to be connected with the forcing cy- 
linder by means also of a pipe and valve, opening 
inte the air chamber; a general conduit, provided 
with step-cocks, leading from the air chamber to the 
moveable wrought iron adjutages and accompanying 


apparatus securely situated in the horizontal plane of 


the deck, near to each end. Through these adjuta- 
ges the calibre of the main conduit is continued ; 


which, terminating in an angle of 45 degrees at their 
upper flat surfaces, the current of the composition 
passing through them is capable of being changed to 
any point, by means of pinion wheels working in cor- 
responding cogs, and causing the said adjutages to 








revolve in a horizontal direction, between cireular 
iron rail beds and packed ball and socket joints, upon 
which they rest below; and the inclesing ball proof 


| wrought iron caps, let in flush with the deck above, 
the shot of an enemy, are all to be two feet thitk— | 


confine all the parts in their places, by means of 
screw boits passing through the said caps, beds and 
timbers of the decks, and secured by nuts beneath. 
By these means the operator can cause the departing 


angle of the calibre or bore in the adjutages, and the 


current of the composition passing through them, to 
move in any desired direction, by simply turning 
the cranks, and causing the pinions and adjutages to 
revolve. 

By means of extensive sheet iron tanks, fitted to 
the tloor and sides of the vessel, she can be made to 
sink proportionably deep in the water, and, conse- 
quently, present less suriace to the fire of an enemy 
in time ef action, by opening large stop-cocks ard 
sutfering the water to flow into the tanks ; and when 
it is desired to lighten her draft, for the purpose of 
acquiring greater speed in her sailing, the water can 
be rapidly expelled from the tanks, by the applica- 
tion of the steam power to large discharging pumps. 

She is to be proviced with portable sheet-iron bul- 
warks, e:ected on deck, to protect her crew, &c., 
against the effects of a heavy sea. These can be 
readily detached and sent below when preparing the 
deck for action. 

Triangular starred loop holes or observatories are 
to be formed in the deck near to each end, and at 
other necessary points of the vessel,—so narrow as to 
be incapable of admitting a musket ball,—radiating 
from central points in such a manner as to afford to 
the observers within, secure and convenient oppoi- 
tunity, from the various positions, of extensive verti- 
cal and horizontal ranges of view; and the man at 
the wheel in the bow, has an opportunity, at the 
same time, of observing the course of the vessel, and 
of directing her with unerring certainty to the object 
to be assailed. When arrived to within a suitable 
distance—say 200 or 300 yards of the object—the 
steam engine, being coupled with the ejecting piston, 
and the communication being opened between the 
forcing cylinder and the air chamber, the composition 
iis drawn from the reservoir into the cylinder, and 
from thence forced into the cylinder, and along the 
main conduit to the adjutages in the deck, at the 
mouth of which, the whole stream becoming suddenly 
‘ignited, it is urged forward through the open atmo- 
| sphere in an irresistible torrent of fire, overwhelming 
in an instantaneous and inevitable destruction, every 
| combustible object in its course, and thus insuring in 
rapid succession, if subjected to its operation, the de- 
struction or capture of a whole squadron of the most 
formidable ships-of-war that ever floated. 

Should attempts be made with armed boats to carry 
this vessel by boarding, the crews would pay dearly 
for their temerity, as the same means could be em- 
ployed to defeat the assailants in such attempts as 
when on ship-board, and the boats, with their crews, 
be instantly annihilated. Should they, however, even 
succeed in their attempt, or be permitted to come on 
board, the getting possession of the deck would give 
\them no control of the vessel, her machinery or crew; 
and they could, if necessary, be instantly despatched, 
by ejecting a torrent of hot water upon them from 
the boilers, or carried captive into our own ports.” 

It must be evident that this engine of war, if the 
description is not too highly colored, and it is said to 
have a mass of authentic official corroborative testi- 
mony in its favor, will be the cheapest and most ef- 
fectual means of coast and harbor detence, that has 
ever been devised in any age of the world—that six 
or eight of these vessels, judiciously stationed, would 
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be amply sufficient to defend, in the most effectual | Place, Frederick Colby, N I West. Master’s Mate, 


manner, the whole coast of the United States against 
the combined navies of Europe. We fully agree 
with Mr. Fellows, that this gigantic and formidable 
ship, constructed of such materials, strength and 
figure, as to render her perfectly invulnerable to can- 
non shot, or any other known means of warfare, mo- 
ving with a speed of 15 or 20 miles an hour, by the 
force of two or more steam engines, the aggregate 
power of which would be equal, probably, to 600 or 
1000 horses—ihe men, machinery, &c., all protected 
from danger, and, possessing within herself the cer- 
tain means of instant and inevitable destruction, must 
be truly what her name ‘indicates— Impregnable 
and Irresistible *—and justifies the belief that she 
will, if carried into operation, produce an entire new 
era in the history of maritime wars. 
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oPEili tary “Intel ligence. 








Meovicat Deranrment.—Asst Surgeons BM Byrne, 
and D Herndon, ordered to report for duty in Florida, 
to relieye Ass’t Surgeons J Byrne and J R Conrad. 

3p Artitteny.—Ist Lieut George Taylor, ordered to 


the military academy. 
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Feb. ORDERS. 








I4—Liecut Oliver Tod, sloop John Adams. 


Lieut J M Lockert, sloop Vandalia. 

Lieut L C Sartori, receiving ship, New York. 

Asst Sur W E Coale, frigate Columbia. 

P Mid CS McDonough, acting master brig Dol- 
phin. 

Gunner J Carpenter, sloop Vandalia. 


14—Licut A Taylor, navy yard, Washington. 


Lieut T T Hunter, receiving vessel, Alexandria. 

Lieut J M Watson, detd from rendezvous, Phila. 

Lieut R F Pinkney, order to Vandalia revoked, 
and to remain attached to receiving vessel, Bal- 


timore. 
16—-Lieut A E Downes, receiving ship, Boston. 
iLieut R B Hitcheock, do do 


‘Lieut S W Godon, rendezvous, Philadelphia. 
Master’s mate G D Decker, frigate Columbia. 
Boatswain R Whitaker, navy yard, Philadelphia. 
17—Surgeon S Jackson, receiving ship, New York. 
Surgeon L b Hunter, rendezvous, Baltimore, yice 
3 M Foltz, relieved on account ef ill health. 
Mid E ¥Y McCauley, Mediterranean squadron. 
18—Purser F G McCauley, receiving ship, New York, 
viec B J Cahoone, who has been attached three 
years. 
Mad W F De Iongh, receiving ship, New York. 
21— Surgeon W Swift, renuezvous, Boston. 
Surgeon E Gilchrist, frigate Columbia, vice J M 
Greene, relieved on account of ill health. 
Lieut C H Kennedy, leave 3 mos. heving returned 
from coast of Brazil on sick ticket. 
RESIGNATIONS. 
15—Williem Craney, Passed Midshipman. 
19—Charles Wager, Midshipman. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
16—George D Decker, Master’s mate. 
Robert Whitaker, Boatswain. 





Vaval knteliigence. 














U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


Home squaprox.—Sloop Falmouth, Comm’r, McIn- 
tosh, was towedto sea from New York, a few days 
since. Schr Grampus sailed from Boston on Sunday 
last. Officers : 

Licutenant com’g,G JI Van Brunt. Lieuts. T. P 
Green, E. C. Bowers, Purser, Theodore Paine. .As- 
sistant Surgeon, John T Mason. Passed Midship- 
man,3J SK You. Midshipmen, Edward Allen, C W 
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Alden Boyd.— Boston Jour. 

Paciric squapkon.—A correspondent of the Baltimore 
American, writing from Guayaquil, under the date of 
Dec 15, 1841, states that the St Louis was at Valpa- 
raiso,the Dale at Callao, and the Shark at Arica. 

The US ship Ontario sailed from New York on 
Monday for New Orleans, where she is intended to be 
employed as a receiving vessel. 

Officers Liew! Comm’d. Wm Radford. Liewts Ed- 
mund Jenkins, Gustavus H Scott. Acting master, 
Washington Reid. Purser, D Crosby. Pussed vdss’t 
Surgeon, Alex J Wedderburne. Asst Surgeon, H D 
Taliaferro. Passed. Mid Joshua D Todd, John B 
Randolph. .Mid’n AJ Drake, F P Wheelock, CH 
B Caldwell, B B Wright. Captain’s Cicrk, Matthew 
Ward. 

The Ontario will touch at Pensacola, Havana and 
St Jago de Cuba, from thence to New Orleans. 

Home squapron.—Steamer Mississippi, Capt Salter, 
left Philadelphia, on Friday last at 3 past 6, A M for 
Norfolk ; where she arrived on Sunday. 


Correspondence of the N’. York American. 

Rio Janeiro, Dec 24, 1842.—I send you for publica- 
tion in the American, the list of officers on bvard the 
“ Decatur.” As we have changed about a good deal 
since our departure from New York, it may not be un- 
interesting to some, at all events, of your readers. 

Henry W Ogden, Esq, Commander. Samuel Swart- 
wout, A M Pennock, A R Taliaferro, Lieutenants. 
George Wells, Acting Master. Thomas P McBlair, 
Purser. MG Delany, Surgeon. Daniel L Bryan, 
Assistant Surgeon. George B Bissell, Julius S Bohrer, 
Samuel Wilcox, Saiauel A Miller, John R Hynson, 
Midshipmen. 

Paciric sqvuapron.—Ship Cyane. Comm’r Stribling, 
arrived at Rio Janeiro, Dec 14, and sailed on the 21st 
for the Pacific. 

E.xporine expenition.—Theship Vincennes Lt Comdt 
Wilkes, was at St Francisco, Upper California, on the 
31st October, with the Perpoise, Flying Fish, and brig 
Oregon. ‘They were to sail the next day for the United 
States, via Manilla, Singapore, and Cape of Good 
Hope. ‘This squadron will probably arrive home in 
June next. 

The brig Cregon (late the brig Perkins,) was pur- 
chased at Columbia river to bring home the officers 
and crew of the Peacock. The Peacock was lost on 
the 11th July, on the bar of Columbia river, in attempt- 
ing to enter. 

Revenve cotrers.—The Jackson, Capt Day, arrived 
at Vera Cruz on the 23d January from New Orleans, 
and landed Mr McRea, bearer of despatches from the 
government of the United States, to Mr Ellis our 
Minister at Mexico. On the 30th she sailed agam for 
New Orleans. 





A eS eS 


DEATIS. 

In Washington, onthe 15th inst, Epwarp Prenze, 
infant of Commander Jonn S Cuavuncey, of the navy. 

At Brooklyn, N Y, onthe 10th inst. Mrs SARAH 
ANN CHILDS, aged 43 years, wife of James R Cups, 
Sailmaker U S navy. 

In New York, on Saturday, the 19th inst. Lieut 
FRANKLIN CLINTON, of the US navy, youngest 
son of the late Governor De Wirr Cuixton. 

On the 27th January 1842, at Fort Leavenworth, Mo 
aged 23 years, Sergeant JOSEPH WRIGHT, of com- 
pany J, Ist regt of dragoons, who was accidentally shot 
inhis company quarters. He served five years in the 
same company and regiment ; his character and conduct 
both as a non-commissioned officer and a member of 
society were exemplary ; his death is much regretted by 
all who knew him, and more especially by the non-com- 
missioned officers of the regiment. He was born in 
une NY, and has left a wife and child to mourn his 
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